Some parricular Marrers of Fact relating to the 
Adminiſtration of Afﬀeairs in Scotland under the Duke of 
LAUDERDALE. 


Humbly offered to Your Majeſties Conſideration in 
obedience to Your Royal Commands. 


a 
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HE Duke of Laxderdale did grofly miſrepreſent to your Majeſty the Condition of the 

Weſtern Countries as if they had been ina ſtare of Rebellion, rhough there had never 

been any oppolition made to your Majelties authority, nor any retiitance offered to your 

forces, nor to the execution of the Laws. But he parpo!ling to abaſe your Majeſty, that 

fo he might carry on his ſiniſtrous deligns by your Authority, adviſc« your Majeity to raiſe an Army a- 

gainſt your peaceable Subj2cts; at lcalt did frame a Letter, which he lent to your Majelty to be ligned 

by your Royal hand torhar effect ; wich being tent down ro your Council, Oriiers were thereupon 

grven our for railing an Ariny of Eigat or Nine thoaland men, the greateſt part whereot wereHigh landers, 

and notwithſtanding that ro avert this threatning, the Nobility and Gentry of that Country did ſend 

to Edenburgh , and for the ſecurity of the peace did offer to ingage, that whatſoever ſhould be ſent 

to put the Laws in execution, ſnould meet with no atiront; and that they would become Holtages 

for their ſafery ; yet this Army was marched and led into a peaceable Country , and did rake free 

© carters according to their Commiſſions, and in moſt places Levied great ſums of money, under nori- 

on of dry Quarters , and did plunder and rob your Subjects ; of which no redreſs could be obtained, 

though complaints were frequently made : all which were exprefly contrary to the Laws of the 
Kingdom. 

:. In their Quarters it was apparent that regard was only had to tlie Dukes private Animofities ; 
for the greateſt part of thoſe places that were moſt quartered on and dettroyed, had not been guilty 
of any the field Conventicles complained of, and many of the places that were moſt guilty were ſpared 
upon private conſiderations. ; | 

3. The Subjects at that time were required to ſubſcribe an exorbitant and illegal Bond which was 
impoſſible to be performed by them ; that they, their wives and Children and ſervants ſhould liye 
orderly according to Law, not go to Conventicles or entertain vagrant Preachers, with ſeveral other 
particulars: by which Bond thoſe that ſigned it, were made lyable for every mans faulrthar lived up. 
on their ground. ; 

4. Your Majeſties SubjeCts were charged with Laborrows denounced Rebells; and Captions were iſſued 
out. for ſcizing their perſons upon their refuſing to ſign the aforeſaid Bund: and the Nobility and 
Gentry there who have ever been faithful to your Majeſty, and had appeared in armes for ſuppreſſing the 
laſt Rebellion, were difarmed upon oath. A Proclamation was alſo iltued, forbidding them vpon great 
penalty to keep any Horſes above four pounds ten groats price. | 

5. The Nobility and Gentry ofthe Shire of Ayre were alſo indicted ar the inſtance of your Majeſties 
Advocate of very high crimes and miſdemeanors : Whereof ſome did import Treaſon, Theſe IndiQt. 
ments were delivered them in the evening to be act hs hy them rhe next morning , upon oath : and 
(heli when 
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when they did demand two or three days time to conſider of their indictments and crave the benefit of Law- 
ers to adviſe with in matters of ſo high concernment ; and alſo excepted to their being put to {ſwear 
againſt themſelves in matters that were Capital, which was contrary to all Law and juſtice: thoſe their 
deſires were rejected, though the.like had never been done to the greateſt Maletactor in the Kingdom. 
And it. was told them, they muſt either ſwear inſtantly, or they would repute them guilty and proceed 
accordingly. _ | 
6. The Noblemen and Gentlemen knowing themſelves innocent of all that had been ſurmiſed againſt 
them, - did purge themſelves by oath. of all the particulars that were objected ro them, and were there- 
upon acquitted. And though the Committee of the Council uſed the ſevereit manner of enquiry to diſcover 
any Seditious or T reaſonable deligns, which were pretended as the grounds of leading in that Army into 
thoſe Countryes; yet nothing couldever be proved : ſo falſe was that ſuggeſtion concerning a Rebel. 
lion then deſigned that was offered to your Majeſty , and prevailed with you tor ſending the atore- 
mentioned Letter. 

7. The oppreſlions and quarterings [til] continued. The Noblemen and Gentry of thoſe Countryes 
went to Edernburgh to reprelent toyour Council the hcavy preſſure that they and their people lay un- 
der, and were ready to offer to them all that in Law or reaſon, gould be required of them for ſecuring 
the peace. The Council/did immediately upon their eppeecineiiibee. {erforth a Proclamation requirirfs 
them to depart the Town within three days upon all higheſt pains : and when the Duke of Hamil- 
ton did petition fer leave to ſtay two or three days longer tor ſome very urgent attairs, that was re- 
fuſed him. * T 

8. When ſome perſons of quality had declared to the Duke of Lauderdale that they would go and re- 
preſent their condition to your Majeſty if they could not have juſtice from your Miniſters ; for pre- 
venting that , a Proclamation was {et torth, forbidding all the ſubjects to depart the Kingdom withour 
licence ; that ſo your Majeſty might not be acquainted with the ſaid condition of your Subjects from 
making their applicationto your Majelty, no leſs contrary to your Majelties true intereſt ( who mult al. 
ways be the, rctuge of. his people ) than to the Natural right, of the Subject. 


The former particulars relate to the Invaſion . of the rights of grcat numbers of your Subjects all at 
once. What follow, have indeed only fallen on ſome ſingle perſons; yet are ſuch, that your whole people 
apprehend they may be all upon the ſlighteſt occalions brought under the like miſchiets. 

1. The Council hath upon many occaſions proceeded to a new kind of puniſhment z, of declaring men 
uncapable of all publick trult : concerning which your Majelty may remember what complaints the faid 
Duke made, when during the Earl of  AGddlaozs Adminiſtration , he himſclt was put under, and in- 
capacitared by an Act of Parliament. The words of his paper againit the Earl of 14zddleton are [ Un- 
capacitating | was [0 whip with ſcorpions, a Puniſhment to rob men of their honour, and to lay alaſt- 
iag ſtain upon them and their poſterity. And if this was complained of,when done by the higheſt Court 
of Parliament, your Majeſty may eaſily conclude, it cannor be done in any lower Court. But yetnot- 
withſtanding it is become of late years an ordinary ſentence in Council , when the leaſt complaints are 
brovght againſt any, with whom the Duke of Lauderdale and his Brother are oftended. 


Inſtances of this are : 


The declaring thirteen worthy Citizens of Edenburch uncapable of publick truſt, againſt whom 
no Complaint was ever made to this day, as your Majeſty will perceive by a paper more tully concern- 
ing that atlair. The truc cauſe -of it was; that thoſe men being in the Magiltracy, that Duke and 
his brother could not get a vaſt bribe from them out of the Towns money, which was afterwards ob- 
taincd when they were removed. | 

The Provolt of Glaſcow, Aberdeen and Fadburgh were put under the ſame ſentence for ſigning a Letter 
to your Majelty inthe convention of the Burroughs with the retſt of that body, which Letter was ad- 
vitcd by him who 1s now your Majelties Advocate, asthat which had nothing in it whick could bring 
them under any gullt ; and yet thoſe three were ſingled out of the whole number, and incapacitated, 
belides an high fine and a long impriſonment, as ro your Majeſty will more fully appear by an other paper. 

Sir Patrick, Holme of Polworth being tent by the Shire of Berwick, to complain of ſome illegal proceed- 
ings, and to obtain a legal remedy to-them, which he did only in the Common form of Law, was alſo 
declared uncapable of publick-truſt, beſides many months impriſonment. 

The Provolt of Lizlythgo being complained of for not furniſhing ſome of your forces with baggage 
horſcs, was called before the Council, and becauſe he ſaid they were not bound in Law to furniſh horles 
11 _ WF he was immediately declared incapable of publick truſt, and was both fined and im- 

riſoned. | | 
; There are alſofitry of the Town of St. Johaſtons incapacitated upon a very flight pretence, fo that it's 
very impollible for them to finda ſufficient number of Citizens for the Magultracy- of that, Town. 

2, Your Subjects are ſometimes upon ſlight and ſometimes upon no grounds impriſoned , and often 
kept priſoners many months and years, nothing being objefted to them, and are required to en- 
ter themlſe.vcs p:iſoners; which is contrary to 'Law. It was in the former, Article exprelled , that 


many of theſe p-rſons declared incapable of publick truſt , did alſo ſufter impriſoament , and belies 
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theſe inſtances, Lieutenant general Dr4nmvmnd (whoſe eminent Loyalty and great ſervices are wellknowl 
ro your Majeſty, ) was required to enter himſelf priſoner in the Caſtle of Dxnbarton; where he was 
kept one year and ahalt; .and was made a cloſe-priſoner for Nine-months of that time, and yetno: 
thing was. ever objected to him to this day to. juſtifie- that uſage. Y SL RES 

The Lord Cardroſs was for his Ladies keeping two Conventicles ih her own houſe ( at which hewas 
not preſent. ) fined 1104. and hath now been kept priſoner four years in the Caſtle of Edenburgh; 
where he {till remains 5 although he hath often petitioned for his Liberty ; and Sr. Patrick.i Holme 
hath been now aſecond time almoſt one year, and nothing is yet laid to his charge. 

Belides rheſe illegal Impriſonmeats, the Officers of your Majelties Forces carry 'trequently Wartatits 
with,them. for apprehending; perſons that are pnder no legal Cenſure, nor have been ſo:much ascited 
to appear, which hath put -many,of your Subjects under great fears, eſpecially upen what.was | done 
in Gouncil three years ago. Captain Carſtayres ( -man-now well enough known'to your Majeſty ) :did 
intrap one Kirkion an guted Miniſter into his Chamber at Edexburgti, and. did violently abyfe him z and 
deſigned to. haveextorted ſome money from him,; "The noiſe of this''coming to the ears of ane Baily 
Brother-in-law:to the {aid Kirkton, he came to the houle, and hearing him cry Murder, Murder, forced 
open; the Chamber door, where ;he found his Brother-in:law and the Captain grapling ;' the Captain 
pretended-to have a Warrant againit Xirkion, and Bajly defired him to ſhew it, and promiſed, that all 
obedience ſhould be given to it; But the Captain retuſing to do it, Kirkton was reſcued. This was 
only delivering of a man froin the hands of aRobber, which/Nature obligeth all men to do ;/ eſpecially 
when joyned with fo near a. Relation. The Captain complained of: this ro the Council , and the 
Lord Hatton with others were appointed to examine the Wirtnefles: And when 'it was brought before 
the Council, the,Duke of Hamzlton, Earls of Mereton, Dumfrize and Kincarden, the Lord Cocheren; and 
Sr. Archibald Primroſe then Lord Regiſter, deſired, that the Report of ctheExamination might be read z 
but :that -not ſerving their ends, was denyed. And thereupon thoſe Lords delivered their Opinion; 
That fithence\Carſtayres did not ſhew any Warrant, nor was clothed with any publick Character , it was 
no oppoſing of your Majelties Anthority in Baily , ſo to reſcue the ſaid Xirkton z yet Baily was for 
this fined in 6000, Marks, and kept long a Priſoner. | | - 110 
-..Thaſe Lords were uponthat ſo repreſented to your Majeſty , that iby: the Duke of Lauderdale's. pros 
curement, they were turned out of the Council, and all Command of the Wilitia,: And it can be made ap 
pear,that:the-Gaptain had at that time no Warrant at all againſt Kirkron;but.procured it after the Violence 
committed : and it was ante-dated, on deſign toſervea turn at that time. This manner of proceedings. 
hath ever ſince put your ſubjects under ſad apprehenſions. 


There is one particular further offered to your Miajeſties conſideration , concerning their way of uſing 
Priſoners. 

ook were 14 men taken at a Field Conventicle, who without being legally Convict of that or any 
other crimes, were ſecretly and in the night taken out of Priſon upon a Warrant ſigned by the Earl of 
Lynlythgo, and the Lord Hatton ani Collingron, and were delivered to Captain Maytland, who had been 
Page to the Duke of Lauderdale, but was then a French Officer, and was making his Levies in Scotland, 
and were carryed over to the ſervice of the Frech King inthe year 1676. 

. The Council hath upon many occaiions, proceeded to molt unreaſonable and Arbitrary Fines.,either 
for light offences, or for offences where the Fune is regulated by Law, which they have never conkde-- 
red, when the perſons were not acceptable to then: So the Lord Cardrofſe was Fined in 11 11 /. for his 
Ladies keeping two Conrenticles in his houſe, and Chriſtning a Child by an outed Miniſter without his 
knowledge. The Provoſt formerly mentioned, and Bazly with many more, were alſo fined without any 
regard to Law. 

The Council hath at ſeveral times proceedcd to the taking of Gentlemens Dwelling houſes from them, 
and putting Garriſons in them, which in time of peace is contrary to Law. In the year 75. it was de- 
ſigned againſt twelve of your Majelties Subjects, and was put in Execution in the houſes of the Earl of 
Calender, the Lord Cardroſſe, the Lady Lumſaen,gc. and was agan attempted in the year 78: the Houſes 
belonging to the Leirds of Coſnok, Blagan and Rowdl, and* were polleſſed by Souldiers , and declared 
Garritons. Nor did it reſt there, but Orders were fent trom the Council, requiring the Countreys about 
thoſe Houſes, to furniſh them for the Souldiers uſe, and to ſupply them with neceſlaries, much contrary 
to Law. It was againlt this, that Sr. Patrick, Holme came to deſire a remedy ; and common Juſtice being 
denyed him, he uted a legal Proteſtation in the ordinary Form of Law, and was thereupon kept for ma- 
ny Monthsa priſoner, and declared incapable of all publick cruſt, &ec. 

There is another particular, which becaule it is ſo odious, 1s unwillingly touched : yet it 1s neceſſary 
to inform your Majeſty about it, for thereby it will appear, that the Duke of Lauderdale and his Brother 
have in a moſt ſolemn manner broken the publick faith that was given in your Majeſties name. 

' One 1achell being put in Priſon ypon great ſuſpicion of his having attempted to murder the late Arch- 
Biſhop of St. Ardrews, and there bcing no Evidence againſt him, Warrant was given by the Duke of 
Lauderdale ( then your Majeſties Co::mifſioner ) and your Council to promiſe him his life if he would 
confels : whereupon he did confeſs, ::1il yet ſome years after, that peſron, who indeed deſerved many 
deaths, if there had been any other Evidence againſt him, was upon that confeſſion , convicted of the 
Crime, and the Duke of Lauderdale and his brother von put to it by him, did ſwear, that they never 
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ave.or knew of any allurance of life given him: - And when it was objected, that the promiſe was upon 
Rocond in the Council books, the Duke of Laudergale did in open Court, where he was preſent only as a 
Witneſs, and fo onght ro have been ſilent, threaten them, if they ſhould proceed to rhe Examination of 
that Act of Council, which, as he then ſaid, might infer! perjury {on then) that/ ſwore; and fo did cut off 
the proof of that defence, which had been admitted by the Court as good'm Law , and ſiffctent ro 
ſave the Priſoner, it proved. Thus was that/man kanged: upon that Confeſhon only,” though the pro- 
miſe that drew it from him, doth appear upon Record; and can be proved by good and clear Evidence, 
And from this your.Majelty may judge, what credit may be given to ſuch men, At LETS 
_ We donot at prefent enlarge on other particulars, though of great importance ; ſuch as Monopo- 
hes, ſelling placcs and Honors, turning men of known integrity out of their Imployments, to which 
they. had .a good and jult right during their lives : the profits of ane'of the moſt conliderable of theſe, 
being ſequeltred for ſome time, and applycd tor theDutcheſs of Lauderdales ule: the treating abour, 
and recclving of great bribes by the Dake and Dutcheſs'of Lauderdale,and the Lord Farton,and parricularly 
from the Towns of Edenburgh, Aberdeene, Lynlythgo, and many others, tor procuring from your Mjeſty 
Warrants: for illegat Impofitions within thele Towns: the manifeſt and publick perverting of Juſtice ih 
the Seſſion: beſides the molt ſignal abuſes of the Mint and Copper Coin, 'that are moſt grievous to all 
your Subjects. But the number of theſe is ſo great, and they will require: fo many Witneſſes tobe 
brought hither for proving them, that we fear it would too much trouble your Majeſty now to examine 
them all : hut your Majzſty ſhall have a tull account of them afterwards. - - 1 id 
One thing is humbly offered ro your Majeſty, as the root - of - theſe and many other 
oppreſſions, which is, that'the Method of governing that Kingdom for ſeyeral years 'hath 
been, That the Lord Harron and his adherents frame any letter that they delire trom your- Majeſty 
to. your Council, and fend it. to the Duke of Lauderdale , who returns it ſigned ; and- this 
is brought to the Council: upon which, if at any time a debare ariſeth concerning the matter of -that 
letter, as being againſt or with Law ; and when it is propoſed, that a repreſentation of that ſhould 
e made ro your Majeſty ; then the Lord Hatton in his inſolent way, calls to have It put tothe que- 
ſtion, as if it were a crime to have any Warrant either debated or repreſented to your Majeſty, 
which is procured by the Duke of Lauderdale or himſelf; and this is echoed by his party, and by this 
means any further debating'is ſtopped. Fr ICE 1 
There are' ſome other patticulars relating to theſe heads, that are to' be offered to your Majeſty 
in other Papers, which are not added here, leſt your Majeſty ſhould now be troubled with too long 
a Paper. ATC IS | ; 
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